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TEXT SERMONS

SERIES: THE RICHES OF SALVATION

MESSAGE #12                       “PRAYER AND SALVATION”
                                                              I Peter 1:17  

“And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear.”  
Would you rather “spray” than “pray”?  A New York firm has marketed canned prayers. They are aerosol cans of scented spray, called “Saint Spray” bearing pictures of saints. Printed on the cans are prayers. The customer is instructed to read the printed prayer aloud while spraying the scent around the home. The label contains this warning: “Does not have supernatural powers.”  (Exec-U-Scope Newsletter) I suspect that there are many who would rather “spray” than “pray”!
We have learned the advantages of “voice mail” as a part of our modern communications technology.  When we can’t answer the telephone, it answers for us and the calling party leaves a recorded message. Someone has imagined what it would be like if God installed voice messaging. Imagine praying and hearing this:

“Hello! Thank you for calling the Father’s House. Please select one of the following options: 

Press 1 for requests;

Press 2 for thanksgiving;

Press 3 for complaints;

Press 4 for all other needs.”

Or what if you phoned the Father in prayer and received this recorded message: “This office is closed for the weekend. Please call again on Monday. If you need emergency assistance anytime this office is closed, contact your pastor.”  “Ridiculous!” You say. Yes! Thank God that He doesn’t have voice mail. He personally answers every prayer call. 

As we come to v.17 in our study in First Peter Chapter one, let us concentrate on the words “And if” or “since you call on the Father …”   I have three questions based on this verse: The first is: What is prayer?

                  The second: To whom are we praying?

                  Third: What do we do after we pray? 
I.   FIRST, WHAT IS PRAYER?

     In answering the question I will begin by stating what prayer is not:
- Prayer is not wishing heavenward; 

- Prayer is not positive thinking;
- Prayer is not an Aladdin’s Lamp to rub to get whatever we want;
- Prayer is not a magic formula uttered heavenward only when we want God to send down

  a basket of goodies!  

     Lloyd Cory has this to say about the way some pray. He writes, “There’s
     something exquisitely luxurious about room service in a hotel. All you have to do is pick up the phone and somebody is ready and waiting to bring you breakfast, lunch, dinner, a chocolate milkshake, whatever your heart desires and your stomach will tolerate. Or you

can telephone for someone who will get a soiled shirt quickly transformed into a clean one or a rumpled suit into a pressed one. That’s the concept that some of us have of prayer. We have created God in the image of a divine bellhop. Prayer, for us, is the ultimate in room service, wrought by direct dialing to God. Furthermore, no tipping, and everything is charged to that great credit card in the sky. Now prayer is many things, but this is not what it is!”

In the Book of James is this corrective about prayer: “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.” (James 4:3)
That is enough about what prayer is not. Now, let us think about what prayer is.
      According to our text prayer is “calling” but “calling” that meets the criteria that God has
      set. John Bunyan wrote, “Prayer is a sincere, sensible pouring out of the heart or soul to
      God, according to the will of God with submission to God’s will.”
The words of our text define prayer as “calling on the Father.” One of the greatest privileges we have, as children of the heavenly Father, is the privilege of calling Him our Father. Another privilege is calling upon Him as our Father! Not all who call Him “Father” call upon Him in prayer!
      There are many biblical examples of sincere souls calling out to God:
     Gen. 12:8 “Abraham built an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the
                      LORD.”

     Gen. 13:4 “Abraham built an altar and there called on the name of the LORD.”
     Gen. 21:33 “And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of
                        the LORD, the everlasting God.”

     Gen. 26:25 “And he built an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD and
                       pitched his tent there: “

     Judges 16:28 “And Samson called unto the LORD”
     1 Chron. 4:10 “And Jabez called on the God of Israel …..”     
     1 Chron. 21:26 “And David built there an altar to the LORD …and called upon the LORD”

      Psalm 18:6 “In my distress I called upon the LORD,” 

      Psalm 88:9 “LORD, I have called daily upon you”. 

Do you know God’s telephone number? Here it is: J-E-R-E-M-I-A-H  33:3 -  “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”

      What is prayer? It is calling on the Father. Calling takes various forms: confession,
      adoration, thanksgiving, intercession, supplication, etc. 
Illust. Three ministers were talking about prayer in general and the appropriate and effective positions for prayer. As they were talking, a telephone repairman was working on the phone system in the background. 

One minister shared that he felt the key was in the hands. He always held his hands together and pointed them upward as a form of symbolic worship. The second suggested that real prayer was conducted on your knees. The third suggested that they both had it wrong - the only position worth its salt was to pray while stretched out flat on one’s face. 

By this time the phone man couldn’t stay out of the conversation any longer. He interjected, "I found that the most powerful prayer I ever made was while I was dangling upside down by my heels from a power pole, suspended forty feet above the ground. I got through to God in a hurry!”
     Peter would concur with the telephone repairman. When Peter went water-walking and

     began to sink “he cried, saying, Lord, save me.” (Matthew 14:30)
To sum up the answer to the question “What is prayer?” I will say:
· Prayer is coming into the presence of God; 
· Prayer is entering the throne room of the KING of kings and LORD of lords;

· Prayer is taking our concerns to the One who cares for me; 
· Prayer is to stand on holy groun...(more)d;

· Prayer is communicating with the Creator of the world;

· Prayer is a child talking to it’s Father; 
· Prayer is bringing our hurts to the God of all comfort; 
· Prayer is crying out to the Rock that is higher than we are;

· Prayer is calling out to the only One who can save us; 
· Prayer is bringing our questions to the One who has the answers; 

· Prayer is coming near to God… “draw near to God and he will draw near to you”; 
· Prayer is my declaration of dependence – dependence upon God;

· Prayer is calling on the Father.
Jesus' instructions on prayer are so simple we can all follow them: "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you." (Matthew 7:7) and this promise: "everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened" (v. 8).  There is no such thing as "unanswered prayer," if only we will ask, seek, and knock.

        The words, “ask”, “seek”, “knock”, “call” are verbs – they denote action.  The intensity of
        our prayer activity will be governed by the earnestness of our desires. “The effective, 
        fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (James 5:16)
 Illust. John Piper writes, “God has given us prayer as a wartime walkie-talkie so that we can call headquarters for everything we need as the kingdom of Christ advances in the world.” 
II.   SECOND, TO WHOM ARE WE TO PRAY?
Did you hear about the fellow who prayed,  "Dear heavenly Father, so far today I’ve done alright; I haven’t gossiped, lost my temper, been nasty, selfish or over indulgent. But, Father,  in a few minutes, I’m going to get out of bed and from then on, I’m going to need all the help I can get!"
     Verse seventeen tells us to whom we are to pray: “and if you call on the Father.”  We are to pray, not to some nebulous, unknown entity but to our loving heavenly Father. Prayer is communion, conversation, communication between child and Father. Prayer presupposes a relationship. If we are not His children, He is not our Father. If that is the case, there is no Father/Child relationship and therefore no basis for conversation!

      Here in First Peter Chapter one “Salvation” is the theme. The writer is writing to God’s
      children. In our last message on v.14-16 we considered the statement: “As obedient

children …..”  Relationship brings responsibility and privilege! The privilege of talking to the Father as His children.

      So, v.17 talks about “Calling on the Father.”  In the Pattern Prayer that Jesus gave us in
      Matthew 6:9-13 he said pray like this, say, “Our Father …”  Let us look at that prayer as

      follows:
      1.  “Our Father” – that is Relationship;

      2.  “hallowed be thy name” – that is Reverence;

      3.  “thy kingdom come, thy will be done” – that is Resignation;

      4.  “give us this day our daily bread” – that is Reliance;

      5.  “forgive us our sins” – that is Repentance;
6.  “lead us not into temptation” – that is Request;

7.  “thine is the kingdom” – that is Recognition of God’s authority. 

Illust. Joseph Scriven was a brilliant young man engaged to a beautiful lady. On the night before the wedding, his fiancé was pulled from a pond where she had accidentally fallen and drowned. He never overcame the shock, and in the sadness of the latter

       portion of his life, he wrote this poem:
                                          "What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
                                              All our sins and griefs to bear! 
                                            What a privilege to carry everything

                                              To God in prayer! 
                                           Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

                                             Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
                                           All because we do not carry 

                                              Everything to God in prayer."  

III.  WHAT TO DO AFTER WE PRAY.
      There is much we can do after we pray, but little we can do until we pray. After we pray,
     what then?
     - Pray and WALK!

     v.17c tells us to “Pass the time of your sojourn here in fear.” Or, as the NEB translates it:  “You must stand in awe of him while you live out your time on earth.” In every day vernacular, “If you pray to the Father, then live like it!”
      Peter is saying, “if you pray as you could, you will live as you should.” We’ve often said, “Practice what you preach!” An equally good motto is: “Practice what you pray!” Talk to God and then walk your talk! It has been said that we pray mile high prayers and live inch deep lives. Don’t forget that the God to whom we pray is also judge - “who judges every one’s work” (v.17)

      - Pray and WAIT!

      When you pray but God seems silent, consider several possibilities. Perhaps he is still preparing you for his answer - you need more time in prayer to be able to hear Him and obey His will.  Perhaps He is still preparing your circumstances.  You're praying for a job, for instance; God must move the person in your job to their next place so you can take theirs.  He's not done with what He must do to answer you.

Perhaps you're not obedient to what He is saying; maybe sin clouds your eyes and ears, and you need more time in prayer to be right with Him.  Often He has a better answer than the one for which we are asking.  He has already answered us, but we must keep praying until we see that He has.

                                                      CONCLUSION

Jesus did not only teach his disciples about prayer, he taught them to pray by example. This is because we learn to pray by praying, just as we learned to walk by walking! And it is the same for a child or a college professor; for a peasant or a president; for a new believer or a spiritual giant. Prayer is talking to God! This is one subject we don't need to approach academically. 
We learn to pray by praying! The beginner can begin by saying the words Jesus taught us to say, and then continue by sharing their heart with God throughout the day. The more I pray, the less elaborate my prayers become. 

Illust. Archimedes, the Greek inventor said, “Give me a lever and a place to stand and I will move the world.” We have a place to stand. It is before the throne of God! We have a lever – prayer. With it we can move the world by calling on the Father.   
JdonJ
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