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TEXT SERMONS – SEVEN SAYINGS OF THE SUFFERING SAVIOR
SAYING #1                                      “FATHER FORGIVE”
                                                                 Luke 23:34

                        “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”
Agonizing cries and curses were the usual sounds coming from a hilltop on the outskirts of Jerusalem. The reason? This was the location of the Roman Government’s execution site called Calvary, where they impaled criminals upon wooden crosses until they died.

The world in general and the Christian world in particular knows well the place because of the one Person Who made the place famous. His name - Jesus Christ! The death of Jesus Christ is vividly described in the Gospel accounts in the New Testament. 

This is not just another death scene, of which there were many under Roman rule. There had been many crucifixions on this same spot, but this one was different. It was different from any other death ever in history. His birth was different from all other births; His life was different from all other lives and His death was different from all other deaths for his life was not taken from Him, He gave it up. He had said, “I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” (John 10:17-18) And take it up He did three days later when He arose from a garden tomb!

But back to the horrors on the hilltop: picture the scene in your mind: 
· There Jesus is hanging on the cross between two criminals. At His feet His mother and John, a disciple; 

· Nearby, on their knees surrounding Jesus’ robe, is a group of Roman soldiers gambling for His robe and seemingly oblivious to the horrible scene;

· Standing aside but looking up with a quizzical look on his face is a Roman Captain, who later said, “Truly this was the Son of God.” (Matt.27:54)

· On the perimeter there is a crowd of sensation seekers laughing and hurling insults. Get this scene firmly fixed in you minds.

· Suddenly the hubbub is pierced by the voice of one of the three being crucified that day. He was not cursing but praying. The crowd is hushed, their attention focused upon the central figure as He speaks.

He spoke seven solemn sentences that have captivated the attention of serious-minded persons down through the ages to the present hour. Many dying persons have uttered famous last words but none like the last words of Jesus. 

Listen to some of the final words of famous persons:

· Karl Marx – On the day he died, March 14, 1883, his housekeeper came to him and said, “Tell me your last words, and I will write them down.” Marx replied, “Go on, get out! Last words are for fools who haven’t said enough!” Are they really? What about the last words of Jesus from the cross?
· Napoleon’s last words were, “I am the Chief of the army!”

· P.T. Barnum, of circus fame, said, “What were today’s receipts?”

· John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, said, “The best of all is, God is with us.”

· The famous Baptist Pastor in London, Charles Spurgeon said, “Jesus died for me.”

The dying words of a passing loved-one or friend are precious to those who heard them breathing out their last communications on earth. All of Jesus words were precious and packed with meaning. They had said of Him, “Never man spoke like this man.” (John 7:46) And no one ever spoke in death as He did. But He arose from the dead and because of His resurrection, the seven last sayings of Jesus are of momentous importance. If He is not alive, none of His words are important. Since He is alive, all of His words are words by which to live.

The seven statements from the cross are words that we cling to for several reasons:

· Because of the Person Who spoke them;

· Because of the place and circumstances in which He spoke them;

· Because of the agony He was enduring as He spoke;

· And, finally, because of the import and impact of the words He spoke.

Seven different times Jesus spoke from the cross and each utterance is filled with instruction and inspiration for those who love Him and should cause the unbelieving passers-by to stop in their tracks, being smitten in their consciences by the pathos in His words. Let us listen now to the first statement from the lips of our dying Savior: 

                          “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”
                                         THE REQUEST THAT JESUS MADE

                                                    “Father, forgive them”

Jesus could have prayed, “Father, stop them!” or “Father, judge them!” or “Father, destroy them!” He could have called for legions of angels to deliver Him, but that He did not do. Why did Jesus pray, “Father, forgive them?” I believe there are several reasons, three of which I will mention:

To Satisfy The Prophecies Of Scripture.

Jesus was fulfilling prophecy when He prayed for His enemies. Isaiah 53:12 records this prophecy: “he made intercession for the transgressors.” 

John’s gospel says, “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” (John 1:12)
God had sent His best and man had done his worst. Jesus had been unfairly tried, unjustly condemned and was now being unmercifully crucified. He opens His mouth to speak. Surely,

if He were merely human, He will speak bitter words of renunciation to His enemies and “get even” verbally!  However, instead of condemnations He prays for their forgiveness! “Father, forgive them.”
What an unusually unique Person! He was well of His Father’s will for Him in coming into 

the world. Had He not prayed, “Not my will, but Yours be done”? (Matt.26:39) Therefore, in His dying hour He wanted to make sure that He fulfilled the Father’s will which was prophesied for Him. Are we aware of God’s will for our lives and are we pursuing His will for us daily? Another reason Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them” was:

To Verify The Truth Of His Messages.

Jesus was practicing the very truths that he had preached. 

He had preached forgiveness for offenders. 

He said to people in His messages, “If you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:26) Additionally, He had preached repeated acts of forgiveness: “Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” (Matthew 18:21,22)
He had preached love for ones neighbors. 
To love those who have nailed your hands and feet to a cross must be a divine act! And it was for Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them.” He had said in one of His sermons: “I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you….” (Matthew 5:44a) Now He was practicing His preachments.

He had preached prayer for evil doers.
“….. do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44b) Now He was praying for those who hated Him and were persecuting Him. 

What He had preached on the sunny hill in the Sermon on the Mount,  He was now practicing on the dark hill of Calvary. He did not pray out of desperation for Himself; He did not ask for deliverance or even pray first for His loved ones and friends but He prayed for His enemies. He was proving that His way was the better way. That what He had taught could be demonstrated in one’s life and in one’s death. His example while dying is the epitome of moral and spiritual victory. Sinners do not die praying for forgiveness for their enemies; atheists do not die praying for those who spitefully abused them. Only Christians who have had a new nature imparted to them, the nature of Christ that fills the heart with love, can pray for enemies.

To Clarify The Meaning Of His Death. 

Again, the prophetic scriptures foretold the purpose of the death of the Lord Jesus. Isaiah wrote: “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)

Look at those words again:
· “He was wounded” – Why? “for our transgressions”; 
· “He was bruised”  Why?  “for our iniquities; 
· “The chastisement”  Why chastised? “for our peace”; 
· “by His stripes”  Why was He beaten? For our healing - “we are healed” 
Write in large letters over those words “FORGIVENESS!” Our transgressions and iniquities are forgiven when we personally appropriate the Person and crosswork of Jesus Christ by faith. And in the place of our transgressions and iniquities, He gives peace and healing.

Forgiveness is what the cross is all about, but that forgiveness came at great cost to Jesus Christ. You and I will have no problem forgiving others if we are in right relationship with our heavenly Father by obeying the Word of God and following Jesus’ example. When Samson died, he prayed, “Lord, give me strength to kill my enemies.” When Jesus died he prayed, “Father, forgive my enemies.” Do you pray like Samson or like Jesus?
In a jungle village a little group was sitting in a half-circle listening to a Missionary telling of the suffering of Jesus upon the cross. She vividly told of the death scene and gave the account of Jesus prayer, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” One of the listeners stood and said, “Anyone who could pray for their enemies at a time like that must be the Son of God. I will believe in Him.” Do you believe? Will you believe?

The request that Jesus made was, “Father, forgive them…..” However, that is not the complete statement. There is more to the statement which demands out attention.

                                       THE REVELATION THAT JESUS GAVE

                                      “…..for they do not know what they do.”
These words have been greatly misunderstood by some. The words do not mean that ignorance brings forgiveness. Ignorance is no excuse before the courts on earth and it is no excuse before the court of heaven. 

Of what were they ignorant? Certainly they were not ignorant of the fact that they were crucifying an innocent person. Both Pilate and Herod bore witness to Jesus’ innocence as Luke records: “Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him.” (Luke 23:14,15) 

No, they were not ignorant of the fact that they were putting to death an innocent person. Of what, then, were they ignorant?

They Were Ignorant About Who Jesus Was.

They were ignorant about the nature of the One they were crucifying. 

· They mocked Him as a prophet. They said, “Prophesy, tell us who struck you” (Luke 22:64) as they mistreated Him in Pilates’ Hall before the crucifixion; 

· They mocked Him as a King when they put a robe on Him and gave Him a reed for a scepter and put on His head a crown of thorns (Matt.27:29); 

· They mocked at His claim that He was the Son of God, the Christ saying, “If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” (Matt. 27:40) 

· They mocked His claim that He was their long anticipated Messiah, “And many 

other things they blasphemously spoke against Him. As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying, “If You are the Christ (Messiah), tell us.” (Luke 22:65-67)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth about the ignorance of the religious leaders in Jesus’ day saying, “none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” I Cor. 2:8) Peter testified as follows: “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers.” (Acts 3:17)                            
The most prevalent ignorance in the world today is the ignorance of who Jesus Christ actually is. There is widespread knowledge that there was in history a person named Jesus Christ but the vast majority of the world does not know the truth as to Who He is. Mankind is making new discoveries about God’s creation almost daily and yet knows so very little about the Creator. 

In our day of educational progress and technological advancements there remains a willful ignorance concerning the Person and work of Jesus Christ on the part of many. There are those who have heard the truth but refuse to believe it. Their unbelief is a willful refusal and rejection of Him and for all such there is no forgiveness unless they turn from their unbelief and receive by faith the Lord Jesus.

Others who are religious, have rejected Jesus Christ as “The way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6) and as Paul wrote concerning the religious Jews, “they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.” (Rom.10:3)

They Were Ignorant Of What Jesus Was Doing On The Cross.

What was Jesus accomplishing by His death? 

He was paying for the sins of the world.

Evidently they had forgotten that John the Baptist had declared, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)
He was offering Himself as the sacrifice for sin.

The writer of the book of Hebrews said, “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” (Heb.9:26)

He was affecting reconciliation.

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” (II Cor.5:19) And, “….. we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

(Romans 5:11)

He was redeeming lost mankind.

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” (Eph.1:7)
He was shedding His blood for the forgiveness of sins.
“….. without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” (Heb. 9:22) Also, “You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (I Peter 1:18)
These and other great works the Lord Jesus was accomplishing there upon the cross for mankind’s salvation. Of this transaction the rabble crowd was ignorant. The majority of persons today do not know what singular and sublime work Jesus Christ, as Savior from sin, was doing there on the cross. His death was not a tragedy, it was a triumph for, as Paul wrote, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” (I Tim.1:15)
They Were Ignorant About Who They Were.

They did not know that they were sinners, therefore they did not know themselves. They were religious but lost. Socrates' guiding rule was, "Know Thyself." Jesus’ guiding rule was: “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” (John 17:3)
No one can truly know themselves unless and until they know God as He is revealed in Jesus Christ, the God-Man. We cannot know what imperfection is until we know what perfection is; we cannot know what unholiness is until we know what holiness is; we cannot know what sinfulness is until we know what sinlessness is. When we meet Jesus Christ the perfect, holy and sinless One, we then come to know ourselves as imperfect, unholy and sinful. Knowing Who He is, we come to know ourselves. Knowing ourselves is to see our need of the salvation Jesus Christ alone gives. 
CONCLUSION

Was Jesus’ prayer ever answered? Yes and no. Fast forward a few days after His resurrection and ascension, to the Pentecost Feast. The Spirit of Christ had come as promised and the disciples were spreading the message of the Gospel. Peter, among others, was speaking and he said, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up….” (Acts 2:22-23)

Peter continued: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:36,37) Peter told them to repent and some did, “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.” (Acts 2:41)

When his message was ended three-thousand persons believed and were added to the church. Perhaps some of those who had stood at the cross and mocked were now believers. For them Jesus’ prayer was answered. For all, then and now, who refuse to repent and believe, the answer is “no.” However, today, as back then, Jesus’ prayer is answered when sinners repent and believe the Gospel.

Those who crucified Jesus may not have known fully what they were doing, but if you have read this entire message you know! You know that He is the Son of God; you know that He died on the cross for you; you know that without His salvation you are forever a lost sinner.

Turn to Him in deep contrition and pray, “Father, forgive.”

JdonJ
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